Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 RABAT 04642 221440Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR- 12 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 ACDA-07 10-13 OMB-01 NEAE-00 
/100 W 

001565 221443Z/44 

P R 221415Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2903 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RABAT 4642 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, MO, SS 

SUBJECT: KING HASSAN'S AUGUST 20 SPEECH 

1 . IN A TELEVISED ADDRESS TO THE NATION AUGUST 20 ON THE 24TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF HIS FATHER S BANISHMENT BY THE FRENCH, KING 
HASSAN DELIVERED A BRIEF, LARGELY NON SUBSTANTIVE PEP TALK TO 
HIS PEOPLE. AS USUAL, HE AVOIDED MENTION OF THE FRENCH BUT 
RECALLED THE UNITY WHICH MOHAMMED V'S EXILE ENGENDERED, CALLING 
ON HIS COUNTRYMEN TO EMBRACE THIS UNITY FOR FUTURE UNSPECIFIED 
TESTS. HE ALSO PAID TRIBUTE TO ISTIQLALI INDEPENDENCE LEADER 
ALLAL AL FASSI'S ROLE IN HELPING TO FORCE THE FRENCH TO PERMIT 
MOHAMMED V'S RETURN. IN AN ALLUSION TO THE SOON-TO-BE- 
CONVENED PARLIAMENT, THE KING NOTED THAT EVERY CITIZEN NOW 

HAD HIS OWN "LEGITIMATELY INSTALLED REPRESENTATIVE" THROUGH 
WHOM HE SHOULD WORK. 

2. KING HASSAN REVEALED THAT 12-13,000 TROOPS HAD RECENTLY 
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CONDUCTED A SWEEP IN THE SAHARA IN ORDER TO BECOME FAMILIAR 
WITH THE SITUATION THERE AND TO TRAIN WITH THEIR EQUIPMENT. 

HE SAID THAT HE COULD FULLY ASSURE HIS COUNTRYMEN THAT THE 
"SO-CALLED POLISARIO" WAS NOTHING MORE THAN A "MYTH". 

3. COMMENT: THE KING DID NOT ANNOUNCE HIS PRIME MINISTER, AS 
HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN RUMORED (RABAT 4584). HIS PAEAN TO THE 
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FORMER ISTIQLALI LEADER WAS AN UNUSUAL ROYAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
THE NATION’S DEBT TO THIS POLITICAL FIGURE AND PERHAPS REFLECTS 
ISTIQLAL S CURRENT GOOD GRACES WITH THE PALACE. 

4. THE TIMING AND FORUM OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE SAHRA 
OPERATION WERE SOMEWHAT CURIOUS. BUT ARE PROBABLY DUE TO 
ONGOING DISCUSSIONS FOR THE PROPOSED OAU SPECIAL SAHARA SUMMIT 
AND REFLECT THE GOM'S DESIRE TO PORTRAY THE SAHARA SITUATION 
AS BEING WELL IN HAND. 

ANDERSON 
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